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John C. Cooper, USCG Auxiliary
Biography

Cooper graduated with a BA in Political Science-International Law from UCLA, then obtained a Bachelors of Foreign
Trade from the then-American Institute for Foreign Trade (now Thunderbird Graduate School of International
Management) and a PMD from the Harvard Graduate School of Business.

He spent 39 years in international banking with Citibank, the Hong Kong & Shanghai Banking Corporation (HSBC) and
Merrill Lynch, during which he lived and worked in Paraguay, Argentina, Singapore, Puerto Rico, New York and London
before retiring to Islamorada in the Florida Keys in 2000. During his overseas work, he was a member and a director of
numerous clubs, financial and manufacturing companies and business associations.

Cooper obtained his 25-ton Master’s Ticket on his 18th birthday and worked his way through UCLA running fishing boats
out of Long Beach and San Pedro. He has owned and operated boats all his life and has had a lifelong interest in
Maritime Safety and Environmental Protection. He spent some 15 years of active service on the National Staff of the US
Coast Guard Auxiliary, serving as Director of Maritime Safety and Environmental Protection and, most recently, as
Director of International Affairs of the Auxiliary.

Having been widowed twice, John now resides in Islamorada, in the Florida Keys, where he is active in community
affairs.



