
 

 
 
  The Association for Rescue at Sea (AFRAS) Gold Medal awardee 

Petty Officer Christopher D'Amelio is cited for heroic achievement 

on the afternoon of 2 September 2001 in the rescue of four 

persons ejected from their 22-foot recreational fishing boat by a 

20-foot wave in the vicinity of Peacock Spit at the mouth of 

Oregon’s Columbia River. Petty Officer D’Amelio was serving 

as Surfman on board Coast Guard Motor Lifeboat (MLB) CG 47248.  

 Arriving on scene, Petty Officer D’Amelio found four people 

clinging to the overturned vessel. He then skillfully maneuvered 

the MLB through the breaking 15-18 foot surf to within 200 yards 

of the overturned vessel.  To prevent the MLB from being rolled 

by the breakers, he headed into the surf and then attempted to 

back the MLB to the survivors.  He spotted a set of smaller 

breakers and seized the opportunity to dash the MLB at maximum 

power to the survivors.  Petty Officer D'Amelio expertly 

maneuvered his vessel near the capsized boat while Petty Officer 

Eric Forslund from Coast Guard Helicopter 6008 swam the survivors 

to the motor lifeboat where they were recovered. 

 Once all four survivors were on board, Petty Officer D'Amelio 

sought calmer water where he and his crew evaluated their 

condition.  One survivor needed immediate medical attention, so 

Petty Office D’Amelio quickly coordinated and directed the transfer 

of the survivor to the hovering Coast Guard helicopter. 

 Petty Officer D'Amelio's superb skills and leadership in the 

most demanding of circumstances was directly responsible for the 

rescue of four people. 

 Petty Officers D’Amelio and Forslund demonstrated by their 

joint heroic efforts under the most trying of conditions their 

high level of personal and joint preparedness for such operations 

and a readiness to risk themselves in order to save others. 
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 The Association for Rescue at Sea (AFRAS) Gold Medal awardee 

Petty Officer Eric Forslund is cited for heroic achievement on the 

afternoon of 2 September 2001 in the rescue of four persons 

ejected from their 22-foot recreational fishing boat by a 20-foot 

wave in the vicinity of Peacock Spit at the mouth of Oregon’s 

Columbia River. Petty Officer Eric Forslund was serving as Rescue 

Swimmer aboard Coast Guard Helicopter CG 6008. 

 Upon arrival, the crew of the helicopter found four persons 

clinging to the side of an overturned hull in 15-20 foot surf.  

Within seconds, a devastating wall of water washed one survivor 

off the boat's hull.  Petty Officer Forslund immediately went 

into the water from the helicopter, swam through the breaking 

waves, found the survivor, and then swam 30 yards using a cross 

chest carry to the Coast Guard Motor Lifeboat (MLB) 47248 

skillfully maneuvered by Petty Officer Christopher D'Amelio. 

 During the minutes that followed, Petty Officer Forslund 

swam back and forth through the breaking surf to retrieve the 

remaining three survivors.  As Petty Officer Forslund rescued the 

second survivor, an enormous wave broke on top of them.  Despite 

being completely submerged and having his mask torn away from his 

face, Petty Office Forslund maintained a tight hold of the 

survivor, signaled for the MLB to throw its life ring to get the 

survivor aboard the motor lifeboat, and quickly returned to the 

remaining survivors. 

 Since the two remaining survivors shared a single life 

jacket, Petty Officer Forslund was forced to swim through the 

exceptionally dangerous seas towing the two at the same time.  

During that arduous swim, the powerful surf propelled Petty Officer 

Forslund and the survivors perilously close to the MLB.  With a 

great presence of mind and extraordinary physical effort, Petty 
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Officer Forslund maneuvered the two survivors clear of the 

violently tossing motor lifeboat and safely delivered them to its 

crew. 

 Petty Officer Forslund’s superb Rescue Swimmer skills and 

leadership in the most demanding of circumstances was directly 

responsible for the rescue of four people. 

 Petty Officers Forslund and D’Amelio demonstrated by their 

joint heroic efforts under the most trying of conditions their high 

level of personal and joint preparedness for such operations and a 

readiness to risk themselves in order to save others. 

 

 


