
AFRAS 2002 Silver Medal 

  

 The Association for Rescue at Sea (AFRAS) Silver Medal awardee United 

States Coast Guard Auxiliarist Henry 'Cleve' Chandler is cited for a uniquely heroic 

rescue on 13 July 2000 at risk to his own life. 

 While with a group of children on a boating trip at Lake Tangipahoa, 

Mississippi, Auxiliarist Chandler saw a Plymouth van slide down an embankment 

next to the dam and into the lake.  While racing his boat to the scene, Chandler 

briefed the other adult on the boat on what to do. 

 Diving into the water, Auxiliarist Chandler quickly arrived at the passenger 

window and observed an elderly couple, frozen in terror, sitting in the van.  Based 

on Chandler's direction, the other adult from the boat put a life jacket on the male 

driver and assisted him from the van, which was now taking on water at an 

increasing rate.  The female passenger, besides being terrified to the point of 

hysteria, was overweight and had had a knee replacement, which immobilized her 

leg.  As the driver was pulled out, the van suddenly sank with a gulping sound, 

taking down with it both the female passenger and Auxiliarist Chandler. 

 The water depth by the dam ranges from 20 to 30 feet, and the van 

disappeared from sight.  After resurfacing for a moment, Chandler dove back down 

again and finally came up with the rescued victim.  Park Rangers and Police 

provided emergency medical assistance to the semi-conscious woman. She 

recovered fully. 

 Auxiliarist Chandler's rapid response, skillful direction, and unselfish actions 

are most heartily commended. They demonstrate the very best of the readiness of 

the volunteer United States Coast Guard Auxiliary to meet a wide variety of needs 

and service. 

          


