2005 Silver Medal

The AFRAS Silver Medal (so named to differentiate the Auxiliary side from the gold side)

was awarded this year to a crew of three for an outstanding rescue on Leech Lake in Walker, MN
last August. USCG Auxiliarists Jay P. Croy, coxswain; his wife Linda R. Croy and

Richard J. Runde, crew; were onboard a USCG Auxiliary Facility (a 20 foot Grady White with
cuddy cabin and I/O engine) performing a regatta patrol at the 33rd Annual Leech Lake Regatta.
Leech Lake is a 460 square mile lake known for unpredictable weather, including strong winds
and high seas. On Leech Lake, as in many other large internal lakes of the US, there is no USCG
presence other than the USCG Auxiliary. On the second day of the regatta there were 10-15
knot winds and 3 foot seas. The local Auxiliary Patrol Commander decided to deploy his two
facilities near Pelican Island at the farthest end of the race course where they could rapidly
respond to any crisis that arose. Conditions worsened during the race and by the time the last
participant had rounded the race buoy off Pelican Island, the winds were 15-20 knots with gusts
as high as 35 knots and 4 foot seas. The two USCG Auxiliary facilities began their slow trek back
to base following the regatta participants in, but noted that one of the sailboats had veered
away from the course and appeared to be disoriented. Coxswain Croy brought his facility
alongside the 25-foot scow Wind Dancer to find the crew (only two of whom were wearing life
jackets) to be in distress from the ardors of racing in 57 degree weather in such heavy winds and
seas. The scow’s crew was judged to be suffering from hypothermia, with one member being
“incapacitated” and the other “impaired”; all members of the scow’s crew were now just
hanging on inside the boat.

Coxswain Croy decided to take the sailboat in tow despite the walls of water coming over

his bow and conditions worse than he had ever encountered in his twenty years of experience
as an Auxiliarist. The problem was to maneuver close enough to “cross the T” and pass a line to

the exhausted crew. Coxswain Croy was able to make a successful pass on the first try and crew



members Runde and Linda Croy floated a survival pack of extra life jackets plus a thermal
blanket back to the Wind Dancer. As coxswain Croy worked to keep the bow of his facility into
the waves and to maintain a proper tow, his crew members kept up a steady conversation over
the radio to reassure the sailors. The 3.5 mile tow to the nearest marina took one hour and
fifteen minutes due to the high winds and 4 to 6 foot seas. Once into calmer waters, the two
hypothermic sailors were transferred to the cuddy of the Auxiliary facility, stripped of their wet
clothing and given dry clothing and anti-exposure coveralls. The Auxiliary crew attended to the
physical and psychological needs of the crew of the Wind Dancer throughout the rescue until
the sailors were turned over to emergency medical personnel at Leech Lake Marina.

The skillful response of these three volunteers is most heartily commended and is in keeping

with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard and Coast Guard Auxiliary.



