
Citation for the 

Association for Rescue at Sea 

Silver Medal Award 

 

To 

Harold T. Robinson 

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary 

 

 

“For heroic action on the afternoon of 26 August 2006 while serving as the coxswain of Auxiliary 

279521 during the rescue of five family members from the rough waters of the Delaware River. 

AUXILIARIST ROBINSON demonstrated superior boat handling and team coordination skills 

during the rescue of an elderly father, his adult son, and three small children who were in a 

nineteen foot powered canoe swamped and capsized by rough seas while crossing the Delaware 

River. Upon overhearing the Urgent Marine Information Broadcast from Sector Delaware Bay, 

AUXILIARIST ROBINSON quickly recognized the urgency of the situation and launched his vessel 

without delay from Auxiliary Search and Rescue Detachment Wilmington, Delaware.  Arriving at 

the distress scene in less than fifteen minutes AUXILIARIST ROBINSON quickly evaluated the 

severity of the circumstances and rapidly deteriorating weather conditions, and took decisive 

action.  Realizing that the family was in the path of an approaching merchant ship and that 

attempting the rescue in the rough conditions would jeopardize his vessel and crew, 

AUXILIARIST ROBINSON proceeded to safely execute a flawless recovery of the five victims. 

Demonstrating exceptional boat handling skill, AUXILIARIST ROBINSON maintained 279521 as a 

stable platform enabling his crew to quickly and safely recover all five nearly exhausted family 

members from the shipping channel.  Seeing that the children exhibited symptoms of 

hypothermia, AUXILIARIST ROBINSON directed his crew to administer first aid while he rapidly 

transported them to shore for medical attention.  The speedy response and expert rescue of 

this family reflect great credit on AUXILIARIST ROBINSON and are in keeping with the highest 

traditions of humanitarian service.” 


