CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY

AWARD OF OPERATIONAL MERIT
(GOLD STAR IN LIEU OF A SECOND)

TO
SHANE A. TAYLOR
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY

Mr. Shane TAYLOR is cited for outstanding achievement in the performance of duty while serving as coxswain of CG275594 on 25
April 2007. While underway as an instructor for the Auxiliary Coxswain Academy in Homer, AK, he overheard a distress call from
the 40-foot charter vessel HALIBUT ENDEAVOR stating they were rapidly taking on water and making way toward Seldovia.
Immediately noting the position of the vessel, he lost no time responding. Transiting through three-foot seas and 20-knot winds, the
CG275594 arrived on scene in 20 minutes. Quickly assessing the situation, Mr. TAYLOR noted the vessel was listing to port and
most passengers were on the bow trying to balance the vessel’s movement. The aft deck of the vessel was awash making dewatering
impractical. He directed his crew to prepare for taking 13 passengers off the sinking vessel to the bow of CG275594. He came
alongside the port bow and directed the master of the vessel to disembark all passengers. While conning CG275594 and keeping pace
alongside, he kept one hand on the HALIBUT ENDEAVOR through the starboard side door to monitor the stability of the charter
vessel. Seconds after eleven of the thirteen passengers were brought safely on board CG275594, the charter vessel began to roll
toward CG275594. Mr. TAYLOR responded immediately breaking away from the charter vessel. With the master and mate now on
the hull of the bow-up vessel, Mr. TAYLOR nosed up to the overturned vessel. He expertly held station while his crew pulled the
remaining two survivors onboard, just minutes before the HALIBUT ENDEAVOR rolled again and sank. To afford all rescued
passengers a more comfortable transit back to Homer, Mr. TAYLOR made arrangements to transfer the passengers to the USCGC
ROANOKE ISLAND, which had also responded to the scene. Mr. Taylor’s professional boat handling skills and decisive actions
were instrumental in this dramatic rescue. Mr. TAYLOR'’S dedication, judgment and devotion to duty are most heartily commended
and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard and United States Coast Guard Auxiliary.



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY
AWARD OF OPERATIONAL MERIT
TO
RICHARD H. LIEBE
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY

Mr. Richard LIEBE is cited for outstanding achievement in the performance of duty while serving as crew on board CG275594 on 25
April 2007. While completing a towing evolution as coxswain-in-training on CG275594 during the Auxiliary Coxswain Academy in
Homer, AK, he overheard a distress call. The 40-foot charter vessel HALIBUT ENDEAVOR was rapidly taking on water and making
way toward Seldovia. Giving the coxswain the helm, Mr. LIEBE took the communications chair, immediately logging the vessel’s
reported position and monitoring radio transmissions. Arriving on scene, he noted the vessel was listing hard to port with multiple
passengers on the foredeck, some of who were elderly. With the aft deck of the vessel awash, the crew quickly decided that
dewatering was impractical and Mr. LIEBE worked swiftly to prepare for taking 13 passengers off the sinking vessel. As CG275594
came alongside the port bow, he took station on the stern of CG275594 ready to fender off the surging vessel while simultaneously
keeping a sharp eye on the stability of the vessel. Eleven of the thirteen passengers had been safely brought on board when the
HALIBUT ENDEAVOR began to roll. As the coxswain backed off, Mr. LIEBE deftly moved passengers from foredeck to cabin
checking each passenger for injuries and signs of physical distress. The master and mate were safely assisted off the vessel and the
HALIBUT ENDEAVOR rolled and sank minutes later. Mr. LIEBE lost no time confirming with the master that all persons were
accounted for. Mr. LIEBE’s professional skills and extraordinary composure were instrumental in this dramatic rescue of thirteen
lives. To afford all rescued passengers a comfortable transit back to Homer, Mr. LIEBE assisted in the safe transfer of all passengers
to the USCGC ROANOKE ISLAND. Mr. LIEBE’S dedication, judgment and devotion to duty are most heartily commended and are
in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard and United States Coast Guard Auxiliary.



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY
AWARD OF OPERATIONAL MERIT
TO
RAYMOND F. MILLER, JR.

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY

Mr. Raymond MILLER is cited for outstanding achievement in the performance of duty while serving as crew on board CG275594 on
25 April 2007. As the crew was completing a towing evolution on CG275594 during the annual Auxiliary Coxswain Academy in
Homer, AK, they overheard a distress call from the 40-foot charter vessel HALIBUT ENDEAVOR stating they were rapidly taking on
water and making way toward Seldovia. The crew of CG275594 transited to scene in three-foot seas and 20-knot winds. Arriving on
scene, Mr. MILLER spotted numerous people standing on the foredeck, some of who were elderly. The charter vessel was listing
hard to port and the stern was awash. The crew quickly determined that dewatering was impractical and that time was of the essence.
Mr. MILLER quickly moved to the foredeck to prepare for taking passengers off the sinking vessel. As CG275594 came alongside,
he began pulling the passengers off the bow of the charter vessel. Eleven of the thirteen passengers had been safely brought on board
when the HALIBUT ENDEAVOR began to roll. As the coxswain backed off, Mr. MILLER deftly assisted the passengers from the
foredeck, guiding them along the narrow foam collar through the side doors into the safety of the cabin. The master and mate were
safely assisted off the charter vessel and the HALIBUT ENDEAVOR rolled and sank minutes later. Mr. Miller’s professional skills and
extraordinary composure were instrumental in this dramatic rescue of thirteen lives. To afford all rescued passengers a comfortable
transit back to Homer, Mr. MILLER assisted in the safe transfer of all 13 passengers to the USCGC ROANOKE ISLAND. Mr.
MILLER’S dedication, judgment and devotion to duty are most heartily commended and are in keeping with the highest traditions of
the United States Coast Guard and United States Coast Guard Auxiliary.



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY
AWARD OF OPERATIONAL MERIT
TO
MICHAEL CUPIT
CANADIAN COAST GUARD AUXILIARY

Mr. Michael CUPIT is cited for outstanding achievement in the performance of duty while serving as crew on board CG275594 on 25
April 2007. Mr. CUPIT, a member of the Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary, was attending the Auxiliary Coxswain Academy in
Homer, AK. He and the crew were completing a towing evolution when they overheard a distress call from the 40-foot charter vessel
HALIBUT ENDEAVOR rapidly taking on water and making way toward Seldovia. As CG275594 arrived on scene, Mr. CUPIT had
been preparing the pump for deployment. Seeing the stern of HALIBUT ENDEAVOR awash, listing to port, with many passengers on
the bow apparently trying to balance the vessel, he quickly stowed the pump and immediately made preparations to take passengers on
board. As CG275594 came alongside the port bow, Mr. CUPIT moved to the foredeck and began pulling the passengers off the
charter vessel from the bow. Eleven of the thirteen passengers had been safely brought on board when the HALIBUT ENDEAVOR
began to roll toward CG275594. As the CG275594 backed off, Mr. CUPIT deftly moved passengers from the foredeck to the cabin
checking each passenger for injuries and signs of physical distress. He noted one passenger with signs of hypothermia. He reported
the information to the coxswain and began monitoring his condition. The master and mate were safely assisted off the charter vessel
and minutes later the HALIBUT ENDEAVOR rolled and sank. Mr. CUPIT’s professional skills and extraordinary composure were
instrumental in this dramatic rescue of 13 lives. To afford all rescued passengers a comfortable transit back to Homer, Mr. CUPIT
assisted in the safe transfer of all passengers to the USCGC ROANOKE ISLAND. Mr. CUPIT’S dedication, judgment and devotion
to duty are most heartily commended and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard and United States
Coast Guard Auxiliary.



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY
THE ASSOCIATION FOR RESCUE AT SEA SILVER MEDAL
TO
AUXILIARISTS SHANE A. TAYOR, RICHARD H. LIEBE, RAYMOND R. MILLER,
AND MICHAEL CUPIT

Mr. Shane TAYLOR, Mr. Richard LIEBE, Mr. Raymond MILLER, and Mr. Michael CUPIT are sited for
outstanding achievement in the performance of duty while serving as coxswain and crew of CG275594 on 25
April 2007. While underway for training during the Auxiliary Coxswain Academy in Homer, AK, the crew
overheard a distress call from the 39-foot charter vessel HALIBUT ENDEAVOR stating they were rapidly taking
on water and making way toward the nearest landfall. Due to the weak transmission, the crew mistakenly heard
that there were 2 persons on board. Immediately noting the position of the vessel, the crew lost no time
responding. Transiting through three-foot seas and 20-knot winds, the CG275594 arrived on scene in 20
minutes. Quickly assessing the situation, the crew noted the vessel was listing to port, and there were multiple
passengers on the bow trying to balance the vessel’s movement. The aft deck of the vessel was awash making
dewatering impractical. Mr. Taylor, the coxswain, directed his crew to prepare for taking the 13 passengers off
the sinking vessel to the bow of the CG275594. As the Auxiliary vessel came alongside the port bow side and
directed the master of the vessel to disembark all passengers, Mr. MILLER and Mr. CUPIT assisted passengers
over the railing of the sinking vessel and safely onto the foredeck of the CG275594. While conning the
CG275594 and keeping pace alongside, Mr. TAYLOR kept one hand on the HALIBUT ENDEAVOR through
the starboard side door to monitor the stability of the charter vessel. Seconds after eleven of the thirteen
passengers were brought safely on board CG275594, Mr. LIEBE who was stationed on the stern to fender-off
the HALIBUT ENDEAVOR reported that the charter vessel was rolling toward CG275594. Mr. TAYLOR
responded immediately breaking away from the charter vessel. All three crewmen worked together to coax the
11 passengers from the fore deck along the foam collar and through the side doors checking each passenger for
injuries and signs of physical distress. Mr. CUPIT noted one passenger with signs of hypothermia, immediately
reported the information to the coxswain, and began monitoring his condition. With the master and mate now
on the hull of the bow-up vessel, Mr. TAYLOR nosed up to the partially overturned vessel. He expertly held
station while his crew pulled the remaining two survivors onboard, just minutes before the HALIBUT
ENDEAVOR rolled again and sank. To afford all rescued passengers a more comfortable transit back to Homer,
the crew made arrangements to transfer the passengers to the USCGC ROANOKE ISLAND, which had also
responded to the scene. Coxswain TAYLOR, and Crewmembers LIEBE, MILLER, AND CUPIT with
negligible risk to their own lives and the auxiliary vessel, exhibited extreme skill and superior decision making
that made the rescue successful. The heroic and skillful actions of the crew of CG275594 were instrumental
saving the lives of 13 people.



