Citation for the
Association for Rescue at Sea
Silver Medal Award
To
Patrick J. Porter
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliarist Patrick J. Porter is cited for outstanding meritorious achievement
and operational skill in performance of duty on 08 August 2015 while serving as a member of
the 2015 Bullhead City River Regatta Patrol Team. While conducting a ten hour patrol that
ensured the safety of over 35,000 event participants tube-floating a six mile stretch of the
Colorado River during the largest annual Sector San Diego Marine Event, he demonstrated
outstanding operational performance that potentially prevented critical injury or death of two
event participants. During his patrol, Auxiliarist PORTER observed a participant swimming
against the current without a personal flotation device. After noticing the person go under the
water three times due to fatigue, he navigated his personal water craft to the person’s location,
grabbed their clothing, and pulled them aboard. Auxiliarist PORTER skillfully and quickly
navigated through the heavy congestion of participants while ensuring the individual remained
onboard to be successfully transported ashore for medical attention. Later that same day,
Auxiliarist PORTER displayed keen situational awareness when he noticed a participant in the
middle of a large group of over 70 participants who was unconscious and foaming at the mouth.
Executing careful and precise navigation, he retrieved the person, transited to a safe location,
and transferred them to another asset with medical personnel onboard. As a patrol team
member and vessel operator, Auxiliarist PORTER demonstrated proficiency during an extremely
challenging mission. His actions were essential to the overall safety of event participants and
prevention of further injuries or fatalities to two individuals. Auxiliarist PORTER’s perseverance,
dedication and devotion to duty are most heartily commended and are in keeping with the
highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard.



