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Petty Officer Kiley is cited for extraordinary heroism while participating in aerial flights on 

August 27 – August 29 2017 while serving as a Rescue Swimmer in support of Hurricane Harvey 

relief efforts.  This category four hurricane released more precipitation than any other storm 

system in U.S. history, discharging as much as 52 inches of rain throughout 28,000 square miles 

of Texas and flooding much of the city of Houston.   

Braving the outer bands of the hurricane, the crew of CGNR 6026 flew through extreme 

precipitation, heavy lighting, and tropical storm force winds in excess of 50 knots to reposition 

from Lafayette, LA to Houston, TX.  Tasking was difficult due to the sheer number of 911 calls 

coming in for assistance and the vast area of flooding, forcing the pilots to use their smart 

phones to navigate to street addresses to hoist survivors in dire distress from windows, roofs, 

and tops of submerged cars.   

Deploying 18 times from over 100 feet to avoid hazardous trees and live power lines and 

battling severe mechanical turbulence in excess of 40 knots and torrential rain, he assisted 

entire city blocks of survivors separately seeking assistance.  Often working alone, he put 

children and the old and frail onto his back and swam them through rushing flood water to the 

awaiting helicopter.   

Once, while positioning a survivor for a hoist, he turned to see a semi-truck barreling towards 

him with water up to the cab.  He grabbed the survivor just in time to pull him out of harm’s 

way before the track passed, barely missing them both.   

Waived down by an anxious survivor, he entered an unlit house filled with brown, putrid water 

and cluttered with floating objects.  In the back room a woman lay on a hospital bed with flood 

water already over the mattress.  With battery powered mechanical equipment still operating, 

Petty Officer Kiley was shocked multiple times as he struggled to bring the elderly, obese 

woman outside for the hoist.   

On another occasion, he deftly climbed onto a roof where a woman desperately held a rubber 

storage bin, inside were her toddler and newborn baby trying to stay dry.  Remarkably, he was 



able to carefully carry the bin down from the roof before helping the mother down and 

arranging all three in the basket for the hoist.   

Petty Officer KILEY’s remarkable stamina, adaptability, and heroism were instrumental in 

hoisting and saving the lives of 112 people during 21.3 hours of operational relief efforts.  His 

courage, judgement, and devotion to duty are most heartily commended and are in keeping 

with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard. 


