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THE ASSOCIATION FOR RESCUE AT SEA 

Gold Medal 

 

To: Michael W. Kelly 

Aviation Survival Technician Second Class 

United States Coast Guard 

 

Petty Officer KELLY is cited for meritorious achievement in aerial flight on 14 November 2018 

while serving as a Rescue Swimmer aboard Coast Guard helicopter CGNR 6032. The helicopter 

departed from Air Station Cape Cod in response to MAYDAY calls and an active Emergency 

Position Indicating Radio Beacon from the fishing vessel AARON AND MELISSA II, beset by 50 

knot winds and 30 foot seas, 60 miles southeast of Rockland, Maine.  

The crew of four donned survival suits and entered a life raft after it became clear that the 

AARON AND MELISSA II would sink in the powerful Nor’Easter.  En route, Petty Officer KELLY 

employed his knowledge to discuss rescue options and to develop vital contingency plans.   

Once on-scene, he was hoisted into near gale-force winds and roiling seas where he began the 

arduous swim to the raft.  After quickly gaining his bearing, he realized the raft and its imperiled 

occupants had blown more than 100 yards away.  Finally nearing the raft, he spotted a line and 

feverishly pulled to close the gap, however, the line quickly cut through his gloves and split the 

skin on his hands wide open.   

Once at the raft, Petty Officer Kelly triaged the survivors, discussed the order of operations, and 

began the exhausting swim to an area far enough away from the raft where it would not be 

flipped by the helicopter’s rotor wash.  With each delivery, Petty Officer KELLY repeated the 

journey, towing the four survivors, two of whom were unable to swim, to the rescue basket.  

After the final hoist, Petty Officer KELLY sank the life raft and entered the helicopter, fully 

exhausted.   

Petty Officer KELLY’S actions and aeronautical skill were instrumental in the saving of four lives.  

His courage, judgement, and devotion to duty are most heartily commended and are in keeping 

with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard.  


