Citation for
THE ASSOCIATION FOR RESCUE AT SEA

Gold Medal

To: Eric F. Young
Aviation Survival Technician First Class
United States Coast Guard

Nathan E. Newberg,
Aviation Survival Technician First Class
United States Coast Guard

For sustained performance during rescue operations assigned to Helicopter CG6531 and
CG6544, Coast Guard Air Station Savannah on 8 September 2019. Shortly after midnight, M/V
GOLDEN RAY rapidly capsized in the St. Simons Sound casting her 24 crewmen into seemingly
unsurvivable conditions. The 656-foot cargo ship, carrying 4200 vehicles, listed dangerously to
port, caught fire, and was at risk of imminent rollover.

As the first Rescue Swimmer on scene, Petty Officer YOUNG identified light signals from a
survivors trapped on the slick starboard bridge wing, and in peril of a 100 foot fall to the sea.
Remaining connected to the hoist cable, he skillfully traversed the near-vertical surface to the
crewmember, and recovered him using a rescue sling.

Locating a grouping of survivors further aft on the vessel, Petty Officer YOUNG’S aircraft
repositioned and lowered him 130 feet to three trapped crewmen. Using hoist tension and
vertical surface rescue techniques, he navigated a myriad of treacherous snag hazards and
identified a severely injured survivor. Petty Officer YOUNG stabilized the patient and recovered
him aboard CG6531 for delivery to EMS.

As CG6531 departed the scene, Petty Officer NEWBERG deployed from CG6544 to the starboard
bridge. Using unorthodox techniques for which he was neither trained nor experienced, Petty
Officer NEWBERG secured sections of fire hose to the ship’s railing and rappelled into the bridge
locating the vessel’s Master and Harbor Pilot. Displaying exceptional stamina, he swung the fire
hose to the Harbor Pilot and lowered him through the bridge, 60 feet to rescue assets below.



With his aircraft minutes from fuel starvation, Petty Officer NEWBERG courageously returned to
the bridge extracting the Master and hoisted him safely away.

Meanwhile, Petty Officer YOUNG returned to the scene of two remaining survivors. After
expertly completing two hoist recoveries from 150 feet above the dark water, an explosion
rocked the ship, sending plumes of black smoke skyward.

Undaunted, Petty Officer YOUNG joined surface assets in the search for remaining survivors.
Petty Officers YOUNG’S and NEWBERG’S professionalism and devotion to duty reflect immense
credit upon themselves and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States
Coast Guard.



