CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE ASSOCIATION FOR RESCUE AT SEA (AFRAS) SILVER MEDAL
TO
MR. STEPHEN LEE WYATT
AND
DR. GLORIA WYATT

THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY

Mr. Stephen WYATT and Dr. Gloria WYATT are cited for extreme skill in effecting a rescue on 03 July 2019 at risk to
their own lives. While participating in a recreational boating outing on their private vessel, “Pumpdog I1”, they observed
a 40-foot motor cruiser pass to their port as they headed north on the Intercoastal Waterway. Very shortly after passing
the motor cruiser, later identified as the “Daydreamer”, the WYATT’s observed black smoke and then flames emanating
from the upper portion of the motor cruiser. Mr. WYATT directed his helmsman to head for the burning motor cruiser
and then radioed a distress call to Coast Guard Sector Jacksonville advising them of the situation and the presence of
four persons in the water (PIWs). Mr. WYATT directed the Pumpdog 11, along with a second vessel operated by another
family member, to approach the four victims, who were within twenty-five feet of the burning vessel. Braving the intense
heat and danger presented by the unstable burning vessel, the WYATT’s were able to bring the victims aboard the
rescuing vessels. As the victims were pulled from the water, a propane tank on the burning vessel exploded. Both rescuing
vessels immediately retreated to a safe distance to tend to the victims. Mr. WYATT directed that the victims aboard the
second vessel be transferred to the Pumpdog II where his son, CAPT Andrew Wyatt, a U.S. Air Force a medical doctor,
could evaluate their physical condition. Stephen and Gloria Wyatt stayed on scene assisting the rescued family and
helping to ensure that there were no significant injuries that required additional treatment. The motor cruiser was a total
loss, but the family onboard the cruiser escaped serious injury due to the Wyatt’s heroic efforts.

Stephen and Gloria Wyatt’s rapid response, skillful direction, and unselfish actions are most heartily commended and
are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard and the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary.



