Citation for
THE ASSOCIATION FOR RESCUE AT SEA

Gold Medal

To: Wallace C. Qual
Boatswains Mate First Class
United States Coast Guard

Petty Officer QUAL is cited for extraordinary heroism on the night of 8 September 2020 near
Newport, Oregon while leading a beach-rescue team in response to the Fishing Vessel LEGEND
at risk of peril after running aground approximately one-quarter mile from shore in the surf. On
the night of the rescue, a weather event generated by historic wildfires caused wind gusts of 70
knots. Smoke, sand and ash filled the air reducing visibility to 300 yards and grounding rescue
helicopter support.

Wearing a drysuit and carrying approximately 20 pounds of safety equipment, Petty Officer
QUAL led his crew on a two-mile run down the beach battling wind, smoke, hazardous air
quality, and a blinding sandstorm to reach the scene.

After receiving reports that the master was abandoning ship, and recognizing it was unlikely the
master could swim to the Motor Lifeboat waiting outside the surfzone or to shore, and with no
backup assets on route, Petty Officer QUAL entered the water without hesitation. He swam
approximately 400 yards through six-foot breaking surf towards the master.

When powerful currents prevented him from reaching the master on the first attempt, he swam
back to shore and guided his team further down the beach. Expertly determining set and drift
to achieve the best line of approach, he swam another 400 yards while fighting through
breaking surf and battling to breathe air filled with smoke and ash to reach the master.

Though the weight of the master caused Petty Officer QUAL to be submerged beneath the
waves several times, he fought the current and his own exhaustion to keep the master afloat as
the rescue team used a tending line to pull them back to shore.

Once ashore, despite coughing up sea water and being overcome by exhaustion, Petty Officer
QUAL insisted that the master receive medical attention first. Petty Officer QUAL demonstrated
remarkable initiative, exceptional fortitude, and daring in spite of imminent personal danger. His
courage, judgement, and devotion to duty are most heartily commended and are in keeping of
the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard.



