
CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE ASSOCIATION FOR RESCUE AT SEA SILVER AWARD 

 

TO 

SHELLEY E. MARKLE 

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY 

 

Auxiliarist Shelley MARKLE is cited for outstanding meritorious achievement and operational skill 

in her performance on August 8, 2020 while underway and during a rescue off 63rd Street Beach 

in Chicago, Illinois. Shortly after departing from USCG Station Chicago, Auxiliarist MARKLE and her 

husband Auxiliarist Gary Markle overheard a distress call on channel 16 reporting a drowning 

victim and a vessel needing assistance. Acting swiftly, Auxiliarist MARKLE diverted her jet ski to 

the vessel in distress. Once on scene, Auxiliarist MARKLE immediately started directing vessel 

traffic, providing a safety perimeter around the scene, and notified Coast Guard Station Chicago 

of the recovery of the victim. Following the recovery of the victim, Auxiliarist MARKLE bravely 

dismounted her jet ski to swim through bystanders and rush to the victim’s side to direct and 

provide CPR. Auxiliarist MARKLE’s astute judgement and skill in providing effective chest 

compressions ensured proper CPR and medical attention were provided until Chicago Fire and 

EMS personnel arrived to transition care and transport the victim to a local hospital. Auxiliarist 

MARKLE’s perseverance, dedication, and devotion to duty are most heartedly commended and 

are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United Stated Coast Guard and the United States 

Coast Guard Auxiliary. 

 

  



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE ASSOCIATION FOR RESCUE AT SEA SILVER AWARD 

TO 

GARY T. MARKLE 

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY 

Auxiliarist Gary MARKLE is cited for outstanding meritorious achievement and operational skill in 

his performance on August 8, 2020 while underway and during a rescue off 63rd Street Beach in 

Chicago, Illinois. Shortly after departing from USCG Station Chicago, Auxiliarist MARKLE and his 

wife Auxiliarist Shelley Markle overheard a distress call on channel 16 reporting a drowning victim 

and a vessel needing assistance. Acting swiftly, Auxiliarist MARKLE diverted his jet skis to the 

vessel in distress and notified Coast Guard Station Chicago of its position. Once on scene, 

Auxiliarist MARKLE immediately realized the challenges rescuers in the water were having 

recovering the victim and dismounted his jet ski without hesitation to assist with the recovery. 

Predicting a prolonged response by marine rescue assets, Auxiliarist MARKLE took the initiative 

to transport shore-based EMS personnel safely over a submerged seawall and to the scene to 

expedite providing a higher level of care and airway support to the victim. Auxiliarist MARKLE’s 

innovative approach in transporting shore-based EMS personnel to the victim greatly accelerated 

the transition to a higher level of medical care and subsequent transportation to a local hospital. 

Auxiliarist MARKLE’s perseverance, dedication, and devotion to duty are most heartedly 

commended and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United Stated Coast Guard and 

the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary. 


