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Auxiliarists Robert E. Bohm, Williams F. Jacobs Jr, and Harvey M. Miller are cited for extreme 
skill and bravery in effecting a rescue on 04 July 2021 at risk to their own lives. While serving as 
crewmembers aboard an Auxiliary facility, they assisted in establishing a Sector Long Island 
Sound directed security zone around the Point of Woods fireworks barge staged in Great South 
Bay on the south side of Long Island, New York. Soon after the on-scene arrival of the Auxiliary 
facility, large commercial fireworks began to ignite without warning and caused explosions in 
multiple directions. The three Auxiliarists quickly decided it was unsafe for the fireworks barge 
crew to remain aboard. With fire and explosions occurring all around them, the Auxiliary facility 
and crew approached the barge from upwind to conduct an evacuation, taking five barge 
crew members aboard, one of whom was injured by a direct firework strike, while the Suffolk 
County Police Department took two aboard. The Auxiliarists then transported the barge 
crewmembers to the Ocean Bay Park ferry dock, where emergency medical services personnel 
were waiting to render aid. While transporting the crew members, the three Auxiliarists notified 
the National Park Service to have all spectator craft leave the area, as the fireworks barge fire 
had intensified. They then returned to the barge area to ensure no spectator vessels 
approached while the Bay Shore Fire Department extinguished the fire. The Auxiliary members 
then marked the barge with illuminated sticks, provided by Coast Guard Station Fire Island, so it 
could remain visible, as the barge and tug did not have functional lights. As a result of their 
actions and at risk to their own lives, seven lives were saved. The rapid response, skillful 
direction, and unselfish actions by these Auxiliarists are most heartily commended and are in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard and the United States 
Coast Guard Auxiliary. 


