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United States Coast Guard

Coxswain, Boatswain Mate First Class (BM1) JARRETT GUERRA and boat crewmen,
Maritime Enforcement Specialist Second Class (ME2) DAVID FLORES and
Boatswain Mate Third Class (BM3) COREY CONNOLLY from Maritime Safety and
Security Team (MSST) Houston are cited for heroic achievement in the rescue of an infant
child and two adults from the Rio Grande River on 2 June 2022 while deployed in McAllen,
Texas.

Just before daybreak, the crew was patrolling an uncharted 49-mile section of the Rio Grande
River when they received areport of an overloaded life raft with approximately nine non-
citizens crossing the Rio Grande River. Once on scene, the crew observed two adult
females and an infant in the water without life jackets, struggling to stay afloat, while the
additional six individuals ran from the water onto the Mexican riverbank.

Without hesitation, Petty Officer GUERRA skillfully maneuvered his boat alongside the
individuals in distress. Showcasing unmatched determination and without any hesitation
Petty Officer FLORES dove into the water to save the sinking child from drowning
without regard for his own safety.

After recovering the boy from the water, he quickly swam back to the boat and carefully
handed the child to Petty Officer CONNOLLY who began several cycles of
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) until the child regained consciousness and began
to breath. Taking caution, he safeguarded the child's open airway by carefully placing him
in an upright position and simultaneously started treating him for shock.

As treatment was being conducted on the infant, Petty Officer FLORES proceeded to
swim out to recover the two adult females who were fighting to stay above the water.
Petty Officer GUERRA maneuvered his boat toward the location of Petty Officer
FLORES and the two women, put the boat in neutral and assisted Petty Officer FLORES
with bringing them onboard the boat.

While monitoring the child, the crewmen administered first aid to the survivors until they
were transferred to U.S. Border Patrol and Emergency Medical Services.

The crew from MSST Houston’s heroic response and calm demeanor under extreme
pressure undoubtedly saved all three lives.



