
Citation for 

THE ASSOCIATION FOR RESCUE AT SEA 

Gold Medal 

 

To: Willard L. Milam 

Aviation Survival Technician First Class 

United States Coast Guard 

 

Petty Officer MILAM is cited for extraordinary heroism in aerial flight on 10 February 2007 while 

serving as a rescue swimmer aboard Coast Guard HH-65B helicopter CGNR 6525 during the 

rescue of four fishermen from the F/V ILLUSION near Unalaska Island.    

 

On a pitch-black winter morning, CGNR 6525 boldly launched in moderate turbulence and near 

zero visibility to locate the source of a distress signal approximately 50 miles southwest of 

Makushin Bay.  Spotting the life raft from the stricken vessel which had sunk over an hour 

earlier, Petty Officer MILAM courageously deployed into the 15-foot swells, often losing sight of 

the raft as he swam. 

   

Climbing aboard the tossing raft, he discovered all survivors were soaked in unprotected 

clothing and mildly hyperthermic.  As CGNR 6525 delivered the crews’ survival garments to the 

raft, two suits fell into the water and would have quickly floated away if not for Petty Officer 

MILAM’s quick actions.  After clambering back in the raft and promptly assisting the survivors 

into their suits, he received the rescue basket, secured the first survivor after a brief struggle 

and readied it for hoist.   

Swimming back to the raft, he felt his legs going numb and signaled for an emergency pickup.  

Onboard the helicopter, Petty Officer MILAM discussed the water intrusion into his suit knowing 

that his assistance was essential to a swift recovery of the mariners.  Valiantly opting to return 

to the 40 degree water, he expeditiously loaded the next two survivors and they were hoisted 

without incident.   

While conducting the final hoist, the survivor surprisingly jumped into the basket knocking it 

from Petty Officer MILAM’s hands.  Extremely fatigued and hypothermic, he rallied the strength 

to retrieve the basket, forcibly subdued the flailing survivor who was now entangled in the hoist 

cable and prepared for the final recovery.   

Petty Officers MILAM’s decisive actions, aeronautical skill, and valor were instrumental in the 

rescue of four mariners.  His courage, judgement, and devotion to duty are most heartily 

commended and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard.   


