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Aviation Survival Technician First Class Salvador CARIRE of Coast Guard Air Station Atlantic City is 

recognized for conspicuous courage and heroic life-saving action at sea while rescuing the lone 

survivor of the Fishing Vessel ALISHA MARIE.  

 

On the night of 23-24 December 2009, with the Mid-Atlantic coast being pounded by a 

Nor’easter, the Coast Guard received a 406 Mhz distress signal from the ALISHA MARIE.  After 

battling low ceilings, rain, and gale force winds enroute during the 36 mile transit to the vessel’s 

last known position, the rescue helicopter crew with Petty Officer Carire aboard arrived on-

scene to find nothing more than debris. 

 

After an extended search in low visibility and driving rain, and near the end of the helicopter’s 

fuel endurance, Petty Officer CARIRE spotted the faint submerged strobe light of an overturned 

raft nearly two miles away.   

 

Eagerly deploying into the 12 foot seas, Petty Officer CARIERE swam over 50 yards to reach the 

raft.  While sitting atop the inverted raft, he felt an object nudge his leg, in an amazing feat of 

strength, righted the overturned raft and found a severely hypothermic survivor underneath.   

 

Battling fatigue due to the demanding conditions, Petty Officer CARIRE readied the 

incapacitated victim for a hoist into the fuel critical helicopter.  After rejoining the crew in the 

aircraft, Petty Officer CARIRE began treatment for shock and hypothermia while tactfully 

discussing the event with the survivor to glean information critical to future search efforts for 

his shipmates.   

 

Petty Officer CARIRE’s performance distinguished himself as a courageous, heroic, and 

professional, and brought great credit upon himself and the United States Coast Guard. 


