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Chief Petty Officer PETERSON is cited for meritorious service in performance of duty on the 

evening of 20 April 2010 while serving as a Rescue Swimmer aboard Coast Guard helicopter 

CG6605 while assigned to Coast Guard Air Station New Orleans. Chief Petty Officer PETERSON’s 

actions included the rescued 17 survivors following a catastrophic explosion on the DEEPWATER 

HORIZON Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit, 110 miles Southeast of New Orleans, Louisiana.   

Following a failure of the rig’s drilling system 5,000 feet below the sea surface, a rush of oil and 

flammable gas surfaced and ignited the platform, ultimately crippling the structure, killing 11 

people and forcing workers onboard to abandon the rig.   

After an initial search, the crew hoisted Chief Petty Officer PETERSON to the Offshore Supply 

Vessel DAMON B. BANKSTON, which had embarked survivors from the initial explosion and was 

less than 400 yards from the exploding rig.   

Carefully making his way across the oil-slicked deck while trying to avoid flying debris from the 

secondary explosions, Chief Petty Officer PETERSON teamed up with two medical technicians 

already on board.   

Providing steadfast leadership, Chief Petty Officer PETERSON took charge of the makeshift 

medical team to triage 115 survivors, determining medical priority and staging them in 

prioritized groups for medical evacuation.  Recognizing one exceptionally injured survivor, he 

seized the opportunity to evacuate the burned patient and carried the individual to the awaiting 

rescue basket before Coast Guard helicopter CG6605 departed for fuel.   

For four grueling hours, Chief Petty Officer PETERSON orchestrated the movement of four 

aircraft via radio into a continuous pattern to evacuate critically injured patients, triaged victims 

with compound fractures, and third-degree burns, and physically carried two patients in litters 

to prepare them for evacuation.  

Chief Petty Officer PETERSON’S professionalism and devotion to duty reflect great credit upon 

him and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard. 


