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Petty Officer HYLKEMA is cited for extraordinary heroism on the night of 6 October, 

2016 while serving as a crewman aboard Motor Lifeboat (MLB) INVINCIBLE at Station 

Grays Harbor, WA. While assisting the Sailing Vessel GRACE at the height of a severe 

storm, GRACE’s master entered the water with a life ring. Petty Officer HYLKEMA 

quickly recognized the master had become entangled in a line in the water, was unable 

to free himself, and was in danger of drowning.  

 

As the seas pulled the struggling sailor under, Petty Officer HYLKEMA selflessly 

volunteered as a surface swimmer.  With no special training as a rescue swimmer, no 

special equipment or tending line, and little time to act, he entered the water. Battling 18 

to 20 foot breaking seas and 40-50 knot winds, he swam more than 150 feet and cut the 

master free.  

 

By this time, the master was suffering from extreme exhaustion and slipping out of the 

life ring. Fighting the seas and his own exhaustion, Petty Officer HYLKEMA held the 

master in the life ring while being pulled back to the rescue boat. Remaining in the water 

while his crewmates pulled the barely coherent survivor aboard, Petty Officer 

HYLKEMA was swept away into the dark.   

 

After a desperate search, he was finally located and brought back aboard the rescue 

boat. Petty Officer HYLKEMA’s remarkable initiative, exceptional fortitude, and daring 

despite imminent personal danger is in keeping with the highest traditions of the United 

States Coast Guard. 


