AFRAS AMVER Award
2001
To

M/V CHEVRON WASHINGTON

The Association for Rescue at Sea is pleased to present its AMVER plaque to the captain and crew of
the U.S-Flagged M/V CHEVRON WASHINGTON for an outstanding rescue in 2000. AMVER
(Automated Mutual Assistance Vessel Rescue System) is a voluntary, worldwide ship reporting
system, which is operated by the United States Coast Guard and involves ships from over 130

nations.

The U.S. Coast Guard 11* District Command Center received a 406 MhZ SARSAT distress alert
from the 53-foot sloop KOKOPELLI 2, approximately 1050 nautical miles WSW of San Francisco on 11
August, 2000. The vessel was returning to Santa Cruz from Kaneohe Bay after a Pacific Cup Race. A
C-130 aircraft was launched from Air Station Sacramento and the search and rescue coordinator ran

a check of the AMVER system.

The 600-foot tanker CHEVRON WASHINGTON was located 85NM to the southeast of the
sailing vessel’s position and was diverted via Inmarsat to investigate. The C-130 located the sailing
vessel dismasted and disabled, and vectored in the tanker to evaluate the condition of the 5 persons
on board. The ship learned that one crewmember while bending over a winch had been struck in
the lower back when the mast collapsed and had no feeling from mid-groin down. The Chevron
tanker maneuvered a rigid hull inflatable boat alongside the sloop, transferred the patient and

administered codeine for pain.

The AMVER vessel departed the scene and briefed the flight surgeon on the man’s condition.
The Coast Guard then requested that the ship return to VHF communications range with the sailing
vessel to pass intentions, future plans and critical communications from the vessel’s owner. A
conference call was arranged between the ship, the flight surgeon, rescue coordinators and
Chevron’s contract medical advisory service. All concurred that evaluation and stabilization by U.S.

Air Force pararescue jumpers was advisable.



11% District requested the assistance of the 939™ Air Force Reserve Wing in Portland,
Oregon. The unit already had a trainer flight scheduled to do a night jump and so it accepted the
mission. Rescue 821 was soon airborne with an ETA of 2300 hours. M/V CHEVRON WASHINGTON
got underway at 13 knots toward the rendezvous position. Four paramedics from the 304t Rescue
Squadron parachuted and were recovered by the tanker. Then they stabilized the patient, provided
a critical medical evaluation and prepared to extract him by helo hoist. When in range, about 600NM
SSW of Portland, the 304™ and 303" worked together to evacuate the patient, employing C-130

tankers and refuelable helicopters to a hospital in Portland.

VADM Ernest Riutta commended the ship for its prompt response, initial medical care, night
recovery of the pararescue jumpers and participation in hoist operations. “You should take great
pride that your actions helped deliver a severely injured (and ultimately paralyzed) sailor to a hospital

from 1,000 miles at sea.”

AFRAS salutes the Captain and crew of M/V CHEVRON WASHINGTON for going well beyond

the call of duty; 4 days on scene and a dramatic rescue at sea.

The Association for Rescue at Sea (AFRAS) is a non-profit foundation with charitable status,
which supports services concerned with saving lives at sea. The Gold Medal presentation was
established by the association's first chairman, Vice Admiral Thomas Sargent Ill, a former Vice
Commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard. The medal is presented annually to an enlisted Coast Guard
person for an act of extraordinary bravery during a rescue at sea. Nominations for both awards are

made by the USCG's Search and Rescue Division.



