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On 20 Aug 2005 the United States Coast Guard Sector Guam received notification that a 406 

Mhz EPIRB had been activated on board the M/V Cheer Arrow.  The Cheer Arrow is a 99 foot 

bulk carrier which was steaming almost 300 nautical miles North West of Guam.   

Sector Guam immediately issued a SAFETYNET message and UMIB, checked the FAA for aircraft 

in the vicinity of the alert and conducted an Amver SURPIC all with negative results.  Sector 

Guam attempted, unsuccessfully, to contact the Cheer Arrow via INMARSAT.   

The next pass of the 406 EPRIB showed the vessel had drifted into the RCC Japan buffer area 

and Japan launched an aircraft to investigate the signal.  Sector Guam then notified the Amver 

M/V Ocean King and requested them to divert.   

The Japanese Coast Guard aircraft located the stricken bulk carrier and advised that it was well 

engulfed in flames.  The Japanese aircraft remained on scene until the Ocean King arrived.  The 

crew of the Cheer Arrow, lucky to have cooperating weather and sea conditions, began to 

abandon ship.   

The crew of the Ocean King made quick work of bringing all 23 crew members of the Cheer 

Arrow on board as she burned and drifted at sea.  All 23 crew members were in good health.   

The owners of the Cheer Arrow were making arrangements for a salvage tug to come and tow 

the burning hulk back to port.   

 

 

 

 

 


