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Captain Robert DiSanto: 

On the afternoon of August 20, 2016, Captain Robert DiSanto of Safe/Sea/TowBoatU.S. RI, 

was on routine patrol in New Harbor Block Island. At approximately 1645, he observed the 

Block Island Marine Patrol preparing to get underway with their emergency lights 

energized. 

As a member of the tight-knit island’s small response community, DiSanto immediately 

contacted the Harbormaster and inquired if there was something with which he could 

assist. He was quickly informed that a call had come into the local fire department 

reporting that two individuals had been reported in the water and being swept out to sea 

after attempting to swim off Block Islands dangerous North Rip. 

Aware that he had the fastest response boat in the harbor, DiSanto asked for and received 

permission from the Harbormaster to exit the protected no-wake zone at speed, then 

quickly raced out of the harbor in the direction of the reported persons in the water.  

Five minutes later, as he approached the North Rip, he spotted a small sailboat that 

appeared to be floundering about in the 2-foot seas and six-knot current. He approached 

and, using his loud hailer, asked if they had any information on the missing persons, and if 

so, had they spotted them. Pointing to the north, they directed DiSanto to where they 

believed they had seen one individual. 

Following their direction, DiSanto quickly spotted a single person approximately 500 yards 

away from the Rip, trying to stay afloat and quickly losing strength as he was being dragged 

further out to sea. He carefully made his way to the struggling swimmer, all the while 



shouting encouragement over the loud hailer, letting him know that he was coming and 

pleading with him to stay afloat and not give up. 

As soon as he was close enough to leave the helm, DiSanto rushed to the aft deck and 

threw a line to the swimmer. With very little strength left, the swimmer was just able to 

grasp the line while DiSanto pulled him close, and eventually into the boat. 

Once aboard, the swimmer was questioned and it was ascertained that a group of three 

individuals had attempted to swim from the North Rip. Of the three, two were swept away 

in the heavy current, and one of those two was able to make it back.  

Finally satisfied that there were no other individuals in the water and requiring assistance, 

the rescued swimmer was transferred to the care of Block Island Rescue and brought to 

shore for treatment.  

There is no doubt that Captain DiSanto’s actions saved a life that day.  
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Captain Luis Rodas: 

On July 17, 2016, while on regular patrol with his deckhand, Charlie Carey, Captain Luis 

Rodas of Sea Tow Fort Lauderdale observed a small 18’ vessel, with five passengers 

onboard, attempting to head out the Hillsboro inlet.   

This had him concerned since the Hillsboro Inlet is a notoriously bad inlet, when the winds 

are east at 10-15 knots along with an out-going tide, which then just stacks the waves. 

Rodas continued watching the small vessel as she passed the number one and two markers 

heading outbound.  

It was at this time, he noticed the vessel turn to the north, positioning herself beam-to the 

3’-5’ seas. Rodas, with his many years of experience on the water and at the Hillsboro inlet, 

knew this was not good and started slowly making his way towards the vessel.  

It was now that Rodas saw the vessel, by markers number four and five, take a turn for the 

worst and begin taking waves over her beam, listing the small vessel severely towards her 

starboard side.  

Rodas, throttled up and made his way as safely as he could, punching his way through the 

inlet and towards the small vessel. Upon arriving on scene, he found the vessel with her 

bow down with water rushing in, listing now heavily towards her starboard side.  

Rodas’ main concern was in getting all five passengers, only one of which was wearing a 

lifejacket, off the vessel and onto his, before the small vessel capsized. As Rodas and his 

deckhand shouted to the people on the small vessel, it was then that he realized, three of 

the passengers, the dad, son and daughter, did not speak English but spoke only 

Portuguese.  

Rodas, fluent in Spanish, made his best effort and began shouting his commands in 

Spanish. As the small vessel floundered in the waves, her bow submerging under the water, 

Rodas, while continuously having to maintain control of his vessel, in the sea conditions 

and with the help of deckhand Charlie Carey, was able to have each passenger, one at a 

time, go into the water towards his vessel.  

Rodas and Carey, then lifted each of the passengers out of the water and onto the towing 

vessel. The dad, the only one wearing a lifejacket, reluctantly, was the last to leave, his now 

capsizing vessel.  



Once all five passengers were safely aboard Rodas’ vessel and without injuries, he 

proceeded towards the safer and calmer waters, on the inside bay area of the Hillsboro 

Inlet. By this time, a local law enforcement vessel in the area, Florida Fish and Wildlife, 

followed Rodas into the inlet where Rodas was able to safely transfer all the passengers 

from his vessel to the law enforcement vessel.  

Sometime later on that day, after all had calmed down, Rodas did learn, the family he had 

just saved earlier that afternoon, had just purchased the small vessel only a week prior. 

The quick, decisive actions of Captain Rodas saved this people from being seriously injured 

or worse. 
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Captain Cole Sisler: 

 

On November 20, 2015, Captain Cole Sisler of TowBoatU.S. Fort Lauderdale, was on patrol 

inside Hillsboro Inlet. A woman’s voice came over the radio on channel 16 screaming 

"Someone help me"! Sisler could tell by her voice it was serious. Seas were 5-7’ with winds 

from the Northeast at about 20 knots.  

Using his Automatic Direction Finding VHF radio, he quickly ran out of Hillsboro Inlet and 

headed south along the beach. As clear as the transmission was Sisler knew the vessel had 

to be close. 

As the Coast Guard was talking to the woman it was clear that her husband fell overboard 

and couldn't swim back to the vessel and that the wife was inexperienced in boating and 

couldn‘t maneuver the vessel to her husband.  

By the time Sisler got to the area where the man fell overboard, a Coast Guard helicopter 

was in the area searching for him. The man’s son was scuba diving nearby and had no idea 

of the situation going on at the surface.  

The Coast Guard helicopter guided Sisler toward the man who was barely treading water 

and battling to keep his head above water. Sisler tried to throw him a line, but he was too 

tired to grab it. Sisler pulled up alongside the man, and even though unable to anchor in 

that depth of water, Sisler turned off his engines knowing he could not maneuver his vessel 

in close quarters with this drowning person and recover him successfully. 

With the man unable to provide any assistance in his rescue, Sisler entered the water and 

grabbed the man as he looked like he was drifting from consciousness. At the same time, a 

Broward Sherriff Office vessel arrived on scene.  

Sisler kept the man’s head above water and assisted the officer who pulled the gentleman 

onboard through the diver door located on the side of the police boat. Multiple 

TowBoatU.S. assets were enroute to the location and Sisler knew they would be able to 

secure his tow boat which was now adrift. 

Sisler joined the officer onboard the Sherriff’s vessel. He kept the man immobilized on the 

back deck of the police boat to prevent injury in the rough seas during their journey back to 

the dock. While heading to Hillsboro Inlet Marina, the man was drifting in and out of 

consciousness and had a weak pulse. Sisler did everything he could to keep him awake the 



whole way. When they arrived at the marina, Sisler assisted in transferring the gentleman 

over to waiting paramedics.  

 Another TowBoatU.S. Ft. Lauderdale captain picked up the man’s son after he surfaced and 

ran him back to the wife that was on board the vessel that made the original distress call. 

The man was released from the hospital in stable condition after 2 days and has made a full 

recovery. 

There is no doubt that Captain Sisler’s immediate response, calm demeanor, and exact 

actions resulted in a life saved that day. 


