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Just after midnight on November 20, 2018, while underway in the Aegean Sea 

south of the Peloponnese Islands in Greece proceeding enroute from Piraeus to 

Katakolon passenger ship Costa Luminosa under command of Captain Pietro Sinisi 

received a message from Joint Rescue Coordination Centre Piraeus that fish carrier 

Kilic 1 was in distress in position 13°19.2’ N and 022°38.4’ E due to a fire in the 

engine room with 11 persons on board.  

Captain Sinisi immediately diverted to assist Kilic 1 located approximately 5 

nautical miles away from Costa Luminosa. While proceeding with all possible 

speed, Captain Sinisi notified the company’s Fleet Operations Centre in Hamburg, 

Germany, and activated the ship’s emergency response plan.  

Capatain Sinisi and the officers and crew of Costa Luminosa demonstrated unity of 

effort, drawing on their extensive experience as seafarers, as they prepared the 

ship for a rescue mission amidst unfavorable on-scene conditions including 

darkness and periods of moderate rolling as Costa Luminosa hove to in winds of 

30 knots and wave heights of 2 meters.  

At risk to their own lives, the officers and crew of Costa Luminosa successfully 

launched one of the ships’s tender boats and, despite adverse conditions including 

dense smoke emanating from the engine room fire, maneuvered it alongside the 

bow of Kilic 1 to rescue all 11 seafarers. In coordination with JRCC Piraeus, all 

eleven survivors were safety transferred in good condition to a nearby cargo ship. 



The officers and crew of Costa Luminosa subsequently recovered the ship’s tender 

boat without incident.  

Under the command of Captain Pietro Sinisi, the officers and crew of the 

passenger ship Costa Luminosa displayed outstanding courage at sea in the early 

morning hours of November 20, 2018, amidst very difficult conditions in saving 

the lives of 11 fellow seafarers in distress from fish carrier Kilic 1. 


