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On November 27th 2021, approximately 04:30 a.m. the Mein Schiff 1 received a call from MRCC 
Griz Nez to proceed in support and rescue of Sailing Vessels Agecanonix. Reported one 
deceased crew. Another person with severe back injury and the 3rd person not able to handle the 
boat by himself. Vessel suffered damages rendering her disabled and adrift.  The winds were 40 
knots and the waves were 5 feet. 
 

This was the narrative submitted by the Captain and Crew of the Mein Schiff 1: 
 

These were the actions taken during a rescue operation of three persons from a sailing boat in 
distress. At the time of the arrival on scene, one of the three was deceased, one was injured, and 

one was in good health. The timeline of the events evolved as here below described: 

 
• At 04:30hrs, Watch Officer informed the Captain of a call from MRCC Gris-Nez informing of 

a deceased person on a Sailing Vessel. MRCC Gris-Nez further informed that the S/Y 
AGECANONIX is requesting assistance due to broken sails and no fuel to make it back 
to land. 

• Mein Schiff 1 Altered course towards S/Y AGECANONIX and ordered to engage an 

additional engine to proceed at full speed. S/Y AGECANONIX was 299 nautical miles 

away. 

• 08:07hrs, MRCC Gris-Nez informed me that S/Y AGECANONIX is now a vessel in distress 
with a 2nd person injured and 3’d person unable to sail the boat. Vessel drifting. 

• At 20:20hrs first VHF Radio communication was established with S/Y AGECANONIX crew 

and confirmed to me that they are ready to abandon their boat  anytime. 

• Ship maneuvered Windward of the S/Y AGECANONIX in order to create a LEE for the 
Rescue Operation. 

• At 21:10hrs, I ordered Rescue Boat to be launched in the water. 

• Shortly after, wind was gusting over 40kts which made it very challenging to maneuver 
the vessel. Seas were about 4-5 Meters high. This made the S/Y AGECANONIX moving 
uncontrollably. 

• At 21:14hrs, rescue operation aborted and instructed Rescue Boat to proceed back 
towards the vessel. 



• At 22:21hrs, I called MRCC Delgada informing them that we had to temporary abort the 
rescue operation until the morning hours due to unfavorable weather conditions and lack 
of natural light. 

• At 22:33hrs, S/Y AGECANONIX crew were informed by us about our intentions and that 

we will remain in the vicinity all night long. 

• I have conducted several briefings with my crew on how best to approach this rescue 
operation. We all agreed that the best action given the unfavorable conditions would be 
to have the S/Y AGECANONIX crew transferring to their Liferaft for a safer approach with 
our Rescue Boat. 

• At 07:01hrs, we have instructed S/Y AGECANONIX to familiarize themselves with the 

deployment of their Liferaft. 

• At 08:35hrs, as we started to approach the S/Y AGECANONIX, I gave the order for the 

crew of S/Y AGECANONIX to inflate their Liferaft. In about 3 minutes, we could observe 

that the Liferaft has been inflated. 

• I have maneuvered my vessel Windward of the S/Y AGECANONIX to create a LEE for the 
Rescue Operation. 

• At 08:55hrs, two survivors and one deceased body evacuated into the Liferaft. S/Y 
AGECANONIX abandoned. 

• At 08:56hrs, Liferaft detached from S/Y AGECANONIX. Rescue Boat approaching the 
Liferaft. 

• 09:00hrs, two survivors have been retrieved from their Liferaft onto our Rescue Boat. 

• 09:09hrs, two survivors recovered on my vessel (Mein Schiff 1). 

• Soon after, I have informed MRCC Delgada that both survivors are safe and well. I also 

informed them about the difficult operation, and that I will attempt to recover the Liferaft 
and the deceased body. 

• At 10:40hrs, I started maneuvering my vessel close to the Liferaft in order to recover it from 
one of the Side Shell doors. 

• At 10:49hrs, Liferaft with decease body recovered onboard. 

• At 11:15hrs, I have informed MRCC Delgada and MRCC Gris-Nez about the successful 
completion of the SAR operation. 

• At this point, SAR Operation was completed and I have ordered to set course toward 
Funchal, Madeira. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


