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The 2024 Geoff Pagels SAR Professional of the Year Award for Outstanding Contribution to SAR 

Readiness has been awarded to Mr. Scott Talbot. As the District 8 SAR Program Manager, Mr. 

Talbot manages one of the most robust District SAR plans for the largest District contiguous 

Area of Responsibility encompassing 26 states, over 11,500 miles of inland rivers and 1,200 

miles of coastline.  

As a member of the National SAR Council, Mr. Talbot provides subject matter expertise to 

challenging cases across the Coast Guard. Mr. Talbot continuously demonstrates a strong 

dedication to the modernization of the Coast Guard SAR system. As a vital member of the 

National Personal Qualification Standard revitalization team, Mr. Talbot worked with 

Headquarters and provided sound recommendations targeted at training an improved SAR 

mission ready workforce.  

As a member of the National SAR School working group, tasked with updating SAR schoolhouse 

curriculum and modernizing training methodology, Mr. Talbot provided vital strategic 

recommendations to modernize the entire SAR training system, updating the legacy course of 

instruction to match future Coast Guard requirements.  

Mr. Talbot also served as a member of the Coast Guard Addendum revision team, contributing 

greatly to revitalizing SAR mission policy into a more agile and operator-friendly manual. Mr. 

Talbot was hand selected to be the board president and lead a team of five subject matter 

experts in conducting a SAR Case Study into the submersible TITAN's response in June 2023. The 

study included an innovative application of the Coast Guard's Human Factors Analysis system 

currently used in Mishap Analysis Boards. Mr. Talbot's leadership, SAR experience, and depth of 

knowledge have been invaluable to the analysis of the TITAN SAR case, providing 

recommendations that will lead to an overall improvement of the Coast Guard SAR system. 

As the District 8 SAR Coordinator's direct representative, Mr. Talbot personally reviewed and 

validated all SAR Mission Coordinator (SMC) qualifications across seven Sectors, ensuring every 

member met the standard. To ensure continued professional growth of all members holding the 

SMC and Active Case Suspension (ACTSUS) authority, Mr. Talbot held quarterly conference calls, 

attended by Sector Commanders, Deputies, Air Station Commanding Officers, and all SMCs 



ensuring policy revisions were articulated, concerns were addressed, and unique cases 

discussed, resulting in a stronger and unified SAR system across the District. 

Serving as both SMC and ACTSUS Authority for District 8, Mr. Talbot greatly contributed to over 

2,000 SAR cases prosecuted by D8 annually, leading to more than 700 lives saved and 3,000 lives 

assisted, as well as over $100 million in property saved or assisted. 


